Gaetan Pelletier

Executive Director

• GAETAN holds a bachelor’s degree in management studies from University of
Waterloo, a college diploma, Forest Technology, specializing in Forest
Management, CEGEP de Rimouski and started a master of science in forestry at
Université de Moncton.
• Gaetan is a forester and forest operations manager with over 30 years
experience. He spent most of his career with the forest industry where he
successively held various positions related to forest operations and management.
He is a technical expert in forest management, silviculture and ecology and, over
the years, has developed leading edge, large-scale practices and management
strategies for plantised stands, natural mixed woods and hardwoods.
• At NHRI, Gaetan manages the team and all the in and outs associated with running an applied research
center. On top of reporting to the board of directors, constantly identifying new funding opportunities and
developing promising partnerships; Gaetan is also a hands-on director who likes to get involved with
partners, clients and supporting the team in delivering projects and products.
• While not at work, Gaetan is a small-scale farmer and he is interested in the visual arts.

Pamela Hurley Poitras

Silviculture specialist
and Drone Pilot

• PAMELA holds a college diploma in Forest Technology, specializing in Forest
Management from CEGEP de RImouski.
• She worked as a technician for the ministère des Ressources naturelles et de la
Faune du Québec, as a team leader in forest inventory for Cyr Forest Development
and as a supervisor in forest inventory, operations, research and development at
J.D. Irving Ltd. for 7 years. She has over 30 years of experience in applied forestry,
silviculture and forest operations.
• At NRHI, she is the link between applied field knowledge, industry partners, cutting edge technology and our
research and field team. Drone flights are also part of his responsibilities. Since joining our team she worked
on a wide variety of projects from detecting change in canopy structure using 3D modeling, to creating HD
inventory in the McCoy Brook area and investigating the use of remote sensing for regeneration
characterization.
• While not at work, she enjoys hiking in nature with her furry friend, in addition to kayaking/canoeing, camping.
She travels to Canada where she developed in interest for photography. Otherwise she does gardening for
self-sufficiency.

Jeff Smith

Geomatics Specialist

• JEFF graduated from the Geographic Sciences program at the NSCC Centre of
Geographic Sciences with a specialization in Remote Sensing.

• With him he brings experience in remote sensing, data processing and analysis,
along with a list of GIS skills to aid the NHRI in various ways. Jeff comes from an
automotive collision background before taking on the challenge of geomatics,
and with that previous experience he brings a focus on problem-solving and the
experience of employing several different strategies and skillsets to complete a
task project.
• Jeff’s role at NHRI is applying remote sensing techniques and knowledge to innovate and develop
effective tools to help forest management. His role involves processing and analyzing the necessary data,
while applying existing methods while constantly researching and testing potential new methods. He also
works at automating existing processes and packaging them into convenient tools and packages for endusers

• While not at work, Jeff can be found out in the woods usually on his mountain bike, or with a shovel in his
hand to build more trails for people to use and enjoy. In addition to riding his bike, he is also involved with
trails and event planning with local organizations, using his skills as a GIS Specialist to help ensure trails
are built in a sustainable fashion and enjoyable for users of all experience levels.

Susan Willis

Research Forester
and development

• SUSAN holds an HBsc Forestry, Lakehead University and a MSc Forestry,
University of New Brunswick (ongoing, target completion August 2022)

• Susan has worked as a Forestry Supervisor in both northern British Columbia and
New Brunswick. In 2020, she began a master’s degree at the University of New
Brunswick. Her master’s research has involved the calibration of an individual
tree process-based forest landscape model (iLand) for the Acadian Forest and
application of the model in the forest of Prince Edward Island National Park.
Susan is actively involved in the management of J.A. Willis Contracting Ltd.
with her husband.
• At NRHI, her responsibilities consist of leading specific projects so that results are delivered in a timely
fashion to our forest sector partners. The R&D forester is responsible to make the project network and
partnership function at a high-performance level. They are results-driven and sensitive to the needs of our
partners. Susan leads some activities under our Digital Timberlands 20/20 initiative.
• While not at work, Susan enjoys spending her time outdoors with her family and pets, cooking, and
reading. She also enjoys volunteering for her children’s activities and to increase participation in forestrybased associations such as the FOREM Graduate Student Association (Treasurer 2020-2022) and the
CIF-Maritimes (Interim Treasurer 2022). Susan "working" to increase participation in forestry-based
associations.

Storm Robinson

Research Forester
and development

• STORM holds a Master of Science in Forestry, University of New Brunswick

(ongoing), Bachelor of Science in Forestry, University of New Brunswick, and
diplomas in GIS Cartographic Specialist and Forestry Technician from Fleming
College.

• She worked on projects in the National Tree Seed Centre (volunteer) - working
with germination testing and cryopreservation practices and with Haliburton
Forest and Wildlife Reserve highlighting their Maple-Beech single tree selection
efforts. Her thesis is using frost hardiness testing and tree-ring data to explore a
potential growth-frost hardiness tradeoff in red spruce from different climates.
• At NRHI, her responsibilities consist of leading specific projects so that results are delivered in a timely
fashion to our forest sector partners. The R&D forester is responsible to make project networks and
partnerships function at a high-performance level. They are results-driven and sensitive to the needs of our
partners. Storm leads work around best practices to make our sugar maple strive under a changing
climate.

• While not at work, she spends her time cheering on her son who is a hockey goalie and MMA fighter, and
otherwise loves planting trees, kayaking and yoga. She currently sits on the board of the Canadian Institute
of Forestry – Maritime Chapter as Communications and Events Specialist.

Hélène A. Daigle

Knowledge mobilization

• HÉLÈNE holds a college diploma in image technique with photography
concentration including training in video and cinema from CEGEP de Matane. She
holds a certificate in group facilitation as well as various training courses in order
to continually improve her knowledge in the business section in which she works.
• Before joining the team, she worked for a few years in photography to finally
devote herself to cinema by occupying various positions such as screewriter,
director, stage manager, camera operator and editor. She held a position in public
relations and project coordinator at COGERNO (CSRNO) and at the Center des
arts in Edmundston as program coordinator.
• Hélène's main role at NHRI is to communicate and mobilize effectively, by innovative means, the results of
our research in order to make them useful to its partners

• While not at work, Hélène is in the countryside with her husband where they take care of their herd of
Angora goats. The mohair fiber produced from their goats, allow her to transform and create products that
require the use of various ancestral techniques. Everything related to creation and the artistic world
fascinates her.

Bastien Vandendaele

Post graduate Student

• BASTIEN holds a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in bio-engineering
from the University of Liège-Gembloux Agro-Bio Tech (ULiege-Belgium) where he
specialized in forest and natural areas management.
• He completed his master’s thesis at University of Sherbrooke on the development
of methods for the use of terrestrial lidar in forest inventories. He is currently
completing a Ph.D thesis at University of Sherbrooke in collaboration with NHRI,
ULiege and FPInnovations on the use of mobile and drone LiDAR data in precision
forestry.
• At NHRI, he is working to improve the use of ULS, MLS and TLS data to support wood harvesting
operations. His work involves developing methods for extracting structural attributes at the scale of
individual trees from high-density LiDAR points clouds. His involvement will provide a better understanding
of the potential and limitations of these new mobile sensors, with the objective to integrating them into the
new generation of enhanced forest inventories.
• While not at work, Bastien is interested in photography, nano-brewery, rock climbing, tennis and hiking.

Céline Parent

Manager, Administrative Services

• CÉLINE holds a SME Management diploma (CCNB Dieppe) and Accounting
Certificate (UMCE).
• She accumulates 22 years of experience in the management of non-profit
companies and SMEs. First employee of the IRFN in 2012, Céline held the position
of manager of administrative services full-time for 2 years and then worked parttime to pursue her projects. Owner of CURA Solutions since 2014, Céline offers
accounting and management services in several companies in the region as well
as translation services. Co-owner of the bistronomic restaurant Moonshin'hers
since 2018, Céline is truly an entrepreneur at heart!
• At NHRI, she is responsible for General Accounting, claims to funding partners and Administrative
Services and Employee Management.

• While not at work, Céline proudly follows her children in their sports! A real "Hockey Mom!" Céline and her
husband own the Cherry on Top Adventures outfitter, where they offer complete bear and moose hunting
packages. In her free moments, she loves to travel and spend time at the cottage and share good meals
with friends and family!

